
LL4202V/LL5202V/LLJ5202V/LL6202V ASEAN Economic Community Law & Policy 

How can public international law foster and facilitate closer economic integration and the creation of a 
regional community? What norms and institutions are needed as the region grows and the people of ASEAN 
interact more closely with one another? What are the impacts from the ASEAN Economic Community for 
regional commerce, for ASEAN governments and their relationship to the rest of Asia and the global 
economy?  

ASEAN leaders agreed to create a single market - the ASEAN Economic Community - by 2015 and aim for 
deeper integration by 2025. Yet, due to sovereignty concerns, ASEAN leaders did not create a single 
supranational authority to regulate this market. Issues further arise from politics, social values and technology 
and from the Covid-19 pandemic and its trade and economic impacts.  This course examines how ASEAN 
member states and institutions are filling in the vacuum through formal and informal means. Students will 
understand how regional policymaking affects domestic laws and policies within ASEAN. 

 At the end of the course, participants should be able to:  

1. Describe and explain various regional initiatives to increase the integration of ASEAN, and to generate 
norms and institutions. This especially for ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN-led free trade 
agreements as well as for key political processes in the region. 

2. Develop a critical appreciation of the development of the ASEAN Economic Community with an 
understanding of its present rules and approaches, its strengths and present limits. Describe and 
explain differences (and similarities) in approaches taken by the global community and the European 
Union in approaching freer trade and economic integration.   

3. Develop an awareness of emerging trends in the global and regional economy and the potential 
future needs for the ASEAN Economic Community.  

Seminars 1-5 (including a short paper by course participants) set a foundation for the course, with an 
examination of the development of regionalization within ASEAN and the regional norms and institutions that 
have emerged in ASEAN and ASEAN-led processes. There will be comparisons to the expectations of more 
formal processes where public international law and rules are often seen to be central, including with the 
World Trade Organization and European Union.  

Seminars 6-12 will consider the AEC and related agreements in closer detail, and then to set the AEC in a 
wider context of current and emerging interest and controversy. The closer examination of the AEC itself will 
include the regimes concerning Tariffs and Non-Tariff Measures, and Dispute Settlement procedures.  In 
looking at issues that set a wider context for the AEC in 2019-20, the course will survey regional responses to 
developments such as the digital economy and industry 4.0, the needs of infrastructure including the Belt & 
Road Initiative in the region, and “value” issues that some connect to trade and economic integration 
including human trafficking in the region, as well as to the development of sustainable development norms 
in the economy.  

Class participation - 15%; Short Paper (3000 words) and presentation by video - 35% [Held in Week 4]; 
6-Hr Take Home Exam - 50% 
 


